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Prof.dr.ir. Taeke M. de Jong 2005-06-12

Recent referenda on the European constitution in France and The Netherlands show unexpected fears for foreign countries joining the EU. The immigration of past decades has coloured their neighbourhoods. Declining economy has diminished employment, the feeling of safety and interest of tolerance. East European workers used to live with 5 people in a room come to paint your empty house. Criminal influences from new (South-) Eastern European member states are reported in the newspapers. The war in Serbia and Kroatia became a national trauma by Dutch involvement. The case is opened again and again by reports from the International Court in The Hague. The result is shame, converted into a call on isolationism, less involvement. Fear for terrorism is strengthened by media and increases the feeling of unsafety. People remember the grey wolfs from Turkey, they read about an Armenian drama and about Öçalan without knowing details. On the one hand one condemns Israel after many years of friendship for its treatment of Palestinians (destroying a Palestinian harbor built by the Dutch), on the other hand the lessons of WOII become forgotten by younger generations. They reject the years of political correct tolerance of their parents. Don’t be modest, say what you think, demand adaptation of foreigners! Freedom of speech turns into freedom of insult, increasing TV-ratings of those making a show of it and raising fundamentalist feelings in the insulted. Historic awareness of Islamic and Christian morality, hostility and tolerance by experience fades by lack of historical knowledge.

Turkey is advertised as a cheap holiday destination on every bus stop: tickets to Istanbul of € 19,- or a week stay on a mediterranean beach of € 99,-. The image is a blue see, white beaches and a glass of wine under a sunshade. Holidaymakers come back surprised by the luxury of their carefully kept green resorts, the hospitality and helpfulness of Turkish people, their low wages. Outside their holiday resorts they sometimes see poverty and ugliness and feel a vague shame mixed with pride. They do not realise few people drink wine or beer there, not yet used to extravagant behaviour and criminality in the cities except perhaps Istanbul. Nearly nobody remembers Turkey as the very origin of European culture. Nearly nobody knows where Holland got its bulbs and windmills from. Nearly nobody knows that there is a country where Islamic and Christian culture have lived together for a 1000 years, where fundamentalism is rare by experience. This is what Europeans should see on every corner of their streets. But there is more.

Turkey is Europe’s connection with the Near East. Moreover, in perpendicular direction it controls the connection of booming new democracies like Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, Georgia and the southern harbors of Russia with the rest of the world. Its wages grow fast: cheap investments now, may promise great profits later. The United States of America seem to be aware of that interest welcoming its Prime Minister, while in Europe sentiment beats reason. Adapazarı may have a key position in this contest, showing its capacity in reducing managerial and physical risks for investment. There, the frontier of the largest metropolitan region of Europe, Istanbul, feels its way to the East near the Black Sea. In the same time Adapazarı welcomes inhabitants looking for education, employment and housing in the opposite direction. So, the growth of Adapazarı may be faster than expected, and that has its risks. There are not only physical risks, but also the well-known risks of fast urbanization. A beautiful region, destroyed by uncontrolled settlement, may deter substantial investment for the longer term.

Making Adapazarı a looking glass of Turkish enterprise and culture, resisting short term profit investment, could change the fragile, still confusing image of Turkey in Europe. Turkey should show another side in the North, with people, aware of their impressive past, working on an impressive future, avoiding mistakes made elsewhere. That balanced image of history and future has to be formed and durably supported by the inhabitants to change holidays into investment. Make a futuristic business park exhibiting advanced Turkish enterprise, near a typical Turkish town center, representing architectural refinement, surrounded by a network of safe, beautiful housing settlements with sophisticated facilities looking down on it from the slopes. That composition, forced by natural circumstances, is not easily shown elsewhere.

