Context sensitivity and identity
Identity supposes difference from the rest and continuity in itself. If a European city would be the same as many other cities, we could not speak about identity and if it changes too fast nobody will recognise it. The realisation of designs changes the city, but how to keep identity? Moreover, the context changes (the 'rest' supposed to be different from own 'identity'). If the city wants to be different from its context by radiating its 'international style' and its context is copying that style after a while, what is left from a recognisable identity, what reason is left to settle just here and not somewhere else? Identity is the core of city marketing for foreigners and basis for territorial affection and personal identity for inhabitants.

This chapter discusses the scale factor of context and identity to get a scientific grip on both. Any city has a global, continental, national and regional context and identity. Could we study both with more success if we distinguish such levels of scale? For example, could the continental identity of a city be substantially different from its regional identity? Should we characterise them differently and bring them differently in practice by design? Should a city decide firstly which priorities these different identities have in a specific context? Could we get grip on context by scale-articulation?

The inspiration of this chapter comes from ecology, stressing rareness of species and ecosystems: what do we like to preserve: global, continental , national or regional rareness? These are very different policies. Perhaps the component of urban identity commonly called 'genius loci' has something to do with ecology.

